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Leipzig, 1936. On the first day of the

summer holidays, 16-year-old Harro gets

into a fight with members of the

Hitler Youth. He unexpectedly gets help

from like-minded people who, like him,

want nothing to do with the Nazi ideology.

In the year that follows, everything

changes for Harro. Conflicts with his

parents and trouble at school, nights at

campfires, political action, first love – and

above all, the fear that his wild activities

might have dangerous consequences.
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Wild, Colourful, Rebellious!

The "Leipzig Meuten", a group of 

oppositional youth gangs, inspired 

Johannes Herwig’s debut. His discussion of 

growing up in a dictatorship is powerful, 

thrilling, and emotional. The questions he 

poses are as applicable now as they were 

then: should one participate, should one 

quietly adjust, or should one resist?



Johannes Herwig

born 1979 in Leipzig, knew as a child that he wanted to become a writer. He studied
sociology and psychology then founded a photo gallery in Dresden before he took up
writing. His debut novel, “Until the Stars Tremble”, was nominated for the German
Youth Prize for Literature and was awarded the Paul Maar Prize for young writers
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