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Pete Weasel insists on taking part in the
climbing competition, although there are
rumours that the contest is actually a
scheme. Before Pete grasps what’s
happening, all the forest weasels have been
trapped! He’s the only one to get away, and
he knows he’s the only one that can free the
others. But to do that, he has to go to the Big
City, where dark canal rats, hardened animal
hunters and treasure-seeking humans are
lurking. And the clock is ticking!

A sharp-toothed adventure story of
friendship, courage and the price of freedom.
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Stepha Quitterer worked with street
children in Rio de Janeiro, studied politics in
Berlin and Cairo, theater direction in
Munich, and worked, among other venues,
at the Deutsches Theater Berlin as an
assistant director and director. Her books
have been praised and nominated, among
other awards, for the Deutscher
Jugendliteraturpreis. She’s loved weasels
and dormice since childhood, when she
spent every summer in a dormouse-
occupied log house in Austria.
www.stephaquitterer.com

Barbara Jung, born 1968 in Karlsruhe,
studied communication design in Mainz
and has worked since graduation as a
freelance illustrator. Currently she lives in
Frankfurt-Main and works for a variety of
publishers. Her favourite stories are filled
with sly humor and clever characters.
www.barbara-jung.de
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Summary

Piet is a weasel that lives with his family in the forest. His mother has a small 
food shop, but business is slow because living conditions in the forest are 
becoming increasingly difficult. Piet wants to support his family and secretly 
signs up for a climbing competition. His mother has actually forbidden him to do 
so, but the top three finishers are promised an apprenticeship in the city, and 
Piet would like to be one of them.

Although other animals warn him against the competition – there are rumors 
that it is a trap – Piet manages to secure a starting place. The registration 
process is very precise: everyone has to say where they live and how big their 
families are. But other friends from the weasel school climb with Piet in the 
competition. Piet is almost at the top, almost in third place, when he is knocked 
off balance and falls.

His dream is over: seriously injured, Piet spends the next few weeks in bed and 
will probably never be able to walk properly again. Sadly, he hears that the 
three winners now live in the city and regularly send packages of a special 
candy, pink foam, to their homes. He is jealous, even though there seems to be 
something wrong with the pink foam. 
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Summary II

As Piet tries to gather food, he suddenly notices unrest in the forest: the birds 
disappear and there is a lot of noise, dogs barking, and shouting. He limps home 
as fast as he can and watches helplessly as evil squirrels with dangerous dogs 
capture and carry away all the weasels, including his family. He can do nothing 
but hide himself and shake off his pursuers. Desperate and helpless, Piet stays 
behind and learns from his friend, the crow Achim, that all the weasels are 
being taken to a weasel factory in the city. 

Piet is determined to free his family and he sets off for the dangerous city. Now 
the great adventure begins: he meets helpful animals, untrustworthy friends, 
cunning car thieves, and well-organized sewer rats. 

At the same time, we learn what the weasel factory is all about: the weasels are 
“copied” and the copies sold as Weaselburgers, and worse, because they are so 
cute, the weasels are forced to perform in dance videos. The human owner of 
the factory earns money from marketing the burgers, the number of clicks, and 
merchandising. 

But Piet is smart, Piet is tough, and Piet makes good friends who ultimately help 
him free all the weasels. 

Stepha Quitterer tells a thrilling adventure story full of surprises and 
unexpected twists. Her animal characters are wonderfully quirky and skillfully 
reflect human behavior. Major themes such as friendship, betrayal, and loyalty, 
as well as social issues such as environmental protection and social media, are 
woven into an enjoyable reading experience.
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