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Mara and her grandpa want to sleep

outside tonight in a tent by the pond. Mara

is very excited. What will it be like, sleeping

outside? Together they watch as the day

comes to an end. The buzzing calls of the

swifts become quieter, and the night air is

full of the croaking of frogs and the chirping

of crickets. The light changes from hour to

hour. In the beam of their flashlights they

see the reflection of green eyes from the

hedge. A fox? Then it gets cold, and Mara

and Grandpa cuddle next to each other in

their sleeping bags. And they hear a strange

noise . . . what animal could that be?

Sensitive storytelling and illustrations in this

nature picture book focus the reader’s

attention on the animals, plants, noises and

light of the night. Set against a

heartwarming story and including a search-

and-find game, the book invites a closer

look at familiar surroundings and

encourages readers to explore on their

own.
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Sophia Kimmig is a biologist and bestselling
author. Her research examines ecology, the
relationships between animals in the wild,
and human responses to nature. Her first
book for children, WILD ANIMALS IN THE
CITY, was shortlisted for Germany’s
Children’s Book Prize. Her stories reflect a
lively and memorable love of nature. The
author lives in Leipzig.

JuLi Litkei is a Hungarian illustrator and
designer. Her work highlights small, at first
imperceptible details and celebrates the
wonderful complexity of the world around
us. JuLi Litkei is a qualified graphic designer
and designer of culture for children, and
lives in Göteborg.
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