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Art Theft, Family Secrets and Love
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The town of Grellrode is such a hole! Sylvie
can’t wait to get away, preferably before
finals. To earn some money she works at
the small museum nearby. One morning its
prized painting has disappeared. There,
where "News From the Inside of a Cat”
used to hang, is just a blank wall. But why

Judith Burger was born in Halberstadt in
1972 and has lived in Leipzig for almost
thirty years. She studied cultural studies
and theater studies and now works for
MDR Kultur. Her children's novels Gertrude
grenzenlos and Roberta verliebt were

13+

Judith Burger

News From the Inside of a Cat
160 pages

13.9 x 21.5 cm, hardcover

€ 16.00

All rights available

doesn’t museum director Brunse report the
theft? Why is her Aunt Kathy’s behavior
more odd than ever? And the insanely
beautiful Paul, who suddenly turns up —
where does he fit in the picture?

Art Theft, Family Secrets, and Love — and
Sylvie in the middle!

enthusiastically received by the press and
readers. In 2019, she received the Gustav
Heinemann Peace Prize for Gertrude
grenzenlos.
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News From the Inside of a Cat

Summary

Sylvie is almost 17 and lives in the small town of Grellrode. She can’t imagine
anything more boring than living in this town. Every day the same people go to
the same places. The only exciting thing about the town is a castle. But Sylvie
has at least managed to get a vacation job as a guard at the art museum, even if
it took her so-called Aunt Kathe to get her the job.

The book begins when Sylvie stands outside the museum director’s door to
inform him that a painting entitled “News from Inside a Cat” has disappeared
overnight. The director freaks out and fires Sylvie on the spot — saying that he
has someone much better for the job. But it's not her fault that the painting was
stolen. Sylvie storms off and complains to Aunt Kathe about this injustice. But
Aunt Kathe’s response is strange; she doesn't seem interested at all and doesn't
really care why the painting was stolen.

Fortunately, Sylvie finds a new job as a temporary worker at the castle. There,
dressed in medieval garb, she is supposed to sell punch to tourists. It's not
exactly her dream job, but at least she meets Paul, a knight who is also a
vacation worker and who steals her heart. Sylvie is head over heels in love and
can hardly wait for the next workday. But Paul disappears the next day; he was
only hired as a temporary worker for one day. Sylvie wonders how she might
find him again. Unfortunately, it's easier than she thought, because when Sylvie
goes to pick up her documents at the museum, she runs into Paul. He is her
successor at the museum!

Fast-paced and full of humor, this young adult novel tells the story of first love,
the past, secrets, and, incidentally, the discovery of an art theft.
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